
 

QUALIFICATIONS	  
  
2005 MRes Evolutionary Biology                               Merit                        Glasgow University 
2004 BSc (Hons) Biology                                             2:1                           York University 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY	  
 
2004- present	  

 
Writer, Broadcaster and Science Communicator 
I am involved in all aspects of creating and delivering entertaining information based 
material. I work across a wide variety of media, making science interesting and 
relevant to audiences ranging from toddlers to academics.  	  

	    	  
 
FREELANCE WRITER/ JOURNALIST	  
 
2011- present 
	  

 
Freelance Writer/ Journalist 
I have written for newspapers, the internet and books.  
This includes 3 x 1200 and 1 x 2000 words articles for the Sunday Times, 1 x 1500, 6 
x 1000 and 3 x 800 words articles for The Times science supplement -Eureka, and 2 
x 800 words articles for the Daily Telegraph.  Other work has featured on the front 
page of the Huffington Post online. 
Further samples are available on request. 
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/focus/article1206623.ece 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/evolution/8861796/How-the-koala-got-its-
voice.html 
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/simon-watt/the-panda-is-this-
goodbye_b_1941878.html	  
	  

Published Oct 
2011 
	  

Writer: Inside Nature’s Giants Book 
I wrote three of the fourteen chapters for the Inside Nature’s Giants book.  I have a 
talk to promote the book that I perform at Science and Literature Festivals.  
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Inside-Natures-Giants-Channel-
4/dp/000743880X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1352900164&sr=1-1	  
 

I am currently acting as a judge for the Royal Society Young Science Book Prize. 



	  

 
TV AND RADIO WORK	  
 
01/2009-  
05/2012 
	  

 
Presenter: Inside Nature’s Giants.  Windfall Films.   
Natural history documentary.  Shown on Channel 4 in Britain but distributed 
globally. 
Co-presented the BAFTA-winning natural history programme. Interviewed experts, 
delivered scripted and improvised material and filmed in extreme circumstances 
such as when skydiving, on NASA apparatus and working with dangerous animals. 
http://www.channel4.com/programmes/inside-natures-giants/articles/simon-watt 
	  

07/2010-09/2010 
	  

Presenter: The Elephant: Life After Death. Tigress Productions 
Natural history documentary.  Shown on Channel 4 in Britain but distributed 
globally. 
Lead presenter on a 90 minute special programme where we monitored the 
ecosystem that sprang up from a dead and decomposing elephant in the Kenyan 
outback. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=C6D6yb_tJeQ 
	  

09/2012 
06/2010-07/2010 
	  

Developer and Researcher for Tigress Films 
Developed several of my own science and heritage-based ideas into pitches and 
contributed to others.  Later conceived, researched and developed a three-part strand 
for BBC1’s The One Show.   
 

2005 - present 
	  

I have been interviewed on the radio dozens of times and am a regular panellist on 
the Resonance FM show, Group Therapy for the past three series. 
http://grouptherapyfm.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/group-therapy-28th-july-
2012.mp3	  
	  

Other TV experience has included acting as a wildlife expert on The Alan Titchmarsh Show, an interview 
for 4thought.tv, being a contributor on 1001 Things You Should Know for Channel 4 and various other 
smaller pieces for television and the internet.  Pieces for the internet include the What If Machine 
(http://uk.gamespot.com/shows/the-what-if-machine/?event=halo20121029) 
	  
	  



	  

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION 
 
2006- present 
	  

 
Freelance Science Communicator as ‘Ready, Steady, Science!’ 
Company Director, Writer, Performer, Project Manager. 
I create, deliver and organize lectures/demonstrations/shows for audiences from 
toddlers to academics.  My shows have become a regular feature of science festivals 
around the country and I have performed to tens of thousands of people live. My 
approaches have included theatre, stand-up comedy, social and digital interface 
games, debates, demonstrations, lectures and more.  I have performed live to over 
one hundred thousand people and shared the stage with many well respected science 
communicators including Brian Cox, Steve Mould and many others. 
I have appeared and performed in schools, universities, museums, science centres, 
theatres, debates, food and drink festivals, music festivals, science festivals, on the 
internet, radio and television. www.readysteadyscience.com	  
	  

10/2012- 02/2013 
04/2013 
 
 
 
 

Facilitator for National Schools Partnership. 
Tomorrow’s Engineers’ Save the Day Challenge and School of Fish Campaign 
I delivered a day long program of activities in schools in the Hampshire area 
designed to engage students between 11 and 14 with engineering and software 
design.  I was part of a team that lead and delivered a series of workshops on coastal 
conservation biology in Scarborough as part of the Marks and Spencer sponsored 
Big Beach Clean Up. 
 

04/2013 Demonstrator for the Medical Research Council Strictly Science Exhibition. 
Developed and delivered short talks as part of the Past Lab of the Medical Research 
Councils centenary celebration exhibition at Imperial College London. 
 

10/2011-11/2011.  
10/2010 - 02/2010 

Workshop Leader for BBC Learning. 
Delivered short science and engineering themed workshops and was responsible for 
the training of other workshop leaders as part of the Planet Dinosaur Tour and the 
Wallace and Grommet World of Inventions Road Show. 
 

08/2006-02/2007 Science Communicator for the Climate Dome.  
Manned a moving exhibition touring the North East of England informing the public 
of the science of climate change and energy saving technologies.  
 



	  

 
OTHER EMPLOYMENT OF INTEREST	  
 
08/2012- 
present	  

 
Bright Club Bristol: Trainer and Stand-up Comedian 
I train academics to communicate their research through the medium of stand-up 
comedy.  Each researcher attends a two-hour comedy class led by myself and a 
colleague and then develops an eight-minute set to be performed at our monthly 
comedy night, hosted by a professional comedian.  I also occasionally perform as a 
professional stand-up comedian and have performed with Domestic Science, the 
Festival of the Spoken Nerd, Punk Science, Radio 4’s The Museum of Curiosity, as a 
Bright Club MC and run my own night, called The Ugly Animal Preservation 
Society, which is a comedic look at conservation biology.	  	  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4pGb8dRdys 
 

2006-present	   Theatre Work   
I created Ready, Steady, Science as a company dedicated to the communication of 
science through the medium of live performance.  As such I have created several 
pieces of theatre with a scientific slant.  My most successful piece to date has been 
Dr Death and the Medi-Evil Medicine Show which is a “scientifically and 
historically accurate panto for children and other childish people”.  The piece has 
had a run at New Diorama Theatre, London, The Theatre In The Mill and the 
Alambra Theatre, Bradford and the Carriageworks Theatre, Leeds.  It has been the 
launch event of the Aberdeen and York science festivals, appeared at Latitude 
Festival and toured most of the country’s other science festivals to sell-out 
audiences.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=lrMtqpDHUeU 
	  
I am currently developing two new pieces, both of which have had scratch 
performance at the Battersea Arts Centre in March 2012.  I have worked as a science 
consultant for Curious Directive, for Non Zero One’s recent show at the National 
Theatre and as a performer, workshop leader and Science Consultant for 
Bread&Goose, particularly on their new piece at the Welsh Millenium Centre. I am 
currently piloting a scheme with Curious Directive where we establish and facilitate 
connections between university researchers and local artists and work toward a 
scratch performance over the course of a week. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=CBAnkRduPXQ 
 

08-09/2012 
	  

Game Designer and Project Manager 
Created and managed two natural history inspired social games for the Nature 
Games Weekend run at the Natural History Museum, London.  This involved 
designing and creating digital interfaces, liaising with the museum, budgeting, 
managing a team of 2 employees and 8 voluntary staff. The games were an 
overwhelming success, played by approximately 900 people over the weekend and 
all feedback was positive.  One game was selected to be repeated at the Hide&Seek 
highlights of 2012 weekender.  I will be working with Hide&Seek again soon, 
developing content for the Wellcome Galleries. 
http://www.readysteadyscience.com/drama/with-hideseek/ 
	  

2006-2008 The York Pub Tour- Co-creator and Director, Writer and Performer 
Set up a small company, taking tourists and private parties through York’s historic 
ale houses while telling historic tales as a costumed interpreter.  Ran the tour as a 
special event as part of the York Food and Drink Festival. 
	  

11/2008- 06/2010 
(part-time) 

National Railway Museum- Explainer 
I entertained and informed the public and school groups about the history and 
engineering of train travel. This included public displays, outreach events and 



engineering demonstrations.  
 

 08/2006-03/2009 Jorvic Viking Museum, DIG and Barley Hall- Interactive team member.   
I entertained and informed the public in the role of a costumed Viking. This included 
public displays, sword fights, outreach events and historic re-enactments.  I worked 
across all three of the York Archaeological Trust’s attractions, adept in each role I 
took on, including a medieval monk, archaeologist and Tudor bar steward. I also 
worked as part of the marketing, education and technical teams. I created and 
performed the Viking Tour, now an annual feature of the York Viking Festival. 
 

09/2004, 09/2005-
08/2006 

Actor and actor trainer at the York Dungeons. 
I entertained and informed the public about York’s history in the role of costumed 
characters.  This included numerous TV appearances and some open-air theatre.  I 
trained other actors and newer team members. 
 

  
	  


